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1.0

Purpose of Report/Summary of Main Issues

11

The purpose of this report is to update Members on a request from the Best Kept Awards for
an uplift in their current funding allocation.

2.0

Recommendation

2.1

Members are requested to consider the contents of the report and approve provision of
additional funding of £700 to the Best Kept Awards.

3.0

Main Report

3.1

3.2

3.3

3.4

3.5

3.6

3.7

The Best Kept Awards are administered by the Northern Ireland Amenity Council which was
established to promote the protection, preservation and improvement of the physical
environment in Northern Ireland and is registered as a charity with the Charity Commission.

The Best Kept Awards are an annual competition Best Kept Awards are an annual
competition which cover several categories including Best Kept City, Best Kept
Large/Small/Medium Town, Best Kept Large/Small Village, Best Kept Housing Area and
Best Kept Community Achiever. Entries are generally made via local authorities, housing
associations and residents’ groups.

A recent letter from the Best Kept Awards (attached at Appendix 1) highlights that since the
Covid pandemic, their charity has struggled to source funding following the conclusion of
their previous sponsor’s contract in 2023, which they have plans in hand to remedy.

Council currently provides annual affiliation fees of £2300, which were agreed in 2015 when
the new councils were formed. The attached letter details that whilst inflation over this period
would require such fees to increase by over 34%, Best Kept Awards state that their proposal
is to be contained below this level at a revised fee of £3000. This would therefore result in
an increase in Council funding of £700.

Committee are asked to consider and approve this request for additional funding.
Financial & Resource Implications

Should Committee be minded to approve this request, the additional £700 per annum to fund
the Best Kept Awards will be met from within existing budgets.

Equality or Good Relations Implications /Rural Needs Assessments
There are no Equality or Good Relations Implications /Rural Needs Assessments associated
with this report.

4.0

Appendices - Documents Attached

4.1

Appendix 1 — Letter from Best Kept Awards
Appendix 2 and 3 — Best Kept Awards 2024 photographs




